Berwyn Public Library

Internet Access Policy – Youth Services Department

The Berwyn Public Library provides free public access to the Internet as part of its mission to serve the educational and informational needs of the community.  Public access is limited to library patrons who possess a valid library card and have registered for Internet access.

The Berwyn Public Library can neither monitor nor control the content of the materials retrieved from the Internet.

The Berwyn Public Library assumes no responsibility for the content, accuracy or currency of information obtained from the Internet.  Patrons must use the Internet at their own risk.  Some of the materials that can be accessed from the Internet may be of a controversial or offensive nature.  Internet traffic on all library computers is subject to the restrictions imposed by the library’s content filter provider, SonicWall.  It is the user’s responsibility to evaluate materials accessed from the Internet.

Youth will have access to selected databases and word processing programs.

Terminals at the Youth Services Department are intended for use by youth of high school age or younger.

Internet access in the Youth Services Department is on a first-come, first-serve basis.  The Internet terminals will be available 15 minutes after the Berwyn Public Library opens and will shut down 15 minutes before the library closes.

Users are limited to a 30-minute session.  Only one user is allowed at a terminal at any given time.  Time lost due to equipment failure or maintenance cannot be made up.

Parents or guardians of youth under the age of 14, or youth aged 14 and over, will be given a copy of the Berwyn Public Library Youth Services Department Internet Access Policy to read. They will then be asked to sign a User Agreement Form and provide a valid library card, a driver’s license or state ID as identification.  Fraudulent use of another person’s library card or identification to sign up for Internet time or loan of one’s card or identification to another for such use will result in loss of all computer privileges.

No youth will be permitted access to the Internet without his library card.

At staff discretion, use of the Internet may be terminated.
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Berwyn Public Library

Internet Access Agreement – Youth Services Department

CONDITIONS FOR USE OF THE PUBLIC ACCESS INTERNET:

USERS MAY NOT:

1. Use the Internet for any illegal or unethical purpose.
2. Attempt to damage or alter library equipment, software or configurations.
3. Access library networks or computers or any other network computer.

4. Reboot or shut off the computer.

5. Send, receive, or display text or graphics which may reasonably be construed as offensive or obscene.

6. Set up a web page or business.  ***(MYSPACE, XANGA, ETC)

7. Violate existing copyright and licensing agreements.

8. Save files on the hard drive.

9. Use personal software.

USERS MUST:

1. Use the Internet for educational, recreational and informational purposes only.

2. Download files on a personal disk.

3. Maintain behavior in a manner appropriate to a library setting.

4. Respect the privacy of others.

5. Use caution when using a credit card.

6. Pay for printed pages. Patrons are responsible for the cost of all printouts made, whether intended or unintended. Staff will hold printed copies until paid for by the patron. Patrons are advised to ask for assistance when printed to avoid charges for unwanted copies. Charges will be added to patron record for unpaid printing.

The Berwyn Public Library reserves the right to alter or modify its Internet policy at anytime.

At staff discretion, a user’s Internet sessions may be terminated for failure to comply with the terms and conditions of the Berwyn Public Library’s Youth Services Department public access Internet policy.  Failure to comply with the Internet policy may result in a permanent loss of Internet privileges.

Berwyn Public Library

User Agreement – Youth Services Department

I have read the terms and conditions of the Berwyn Public Library’s Youth Services Department Public Access Policy.

I agree to use the Internet computers according to the terms and conditions of that policy.

______________________________________________________

Name of youth

____________________________         ______________________

Barcode
                                         Birthdate

As the parent or legal guardian of the above individual, I give my permission for him/her to use the Internet.

I fully understand that it is my responsibility, not the library’s, to monitor my child’s appropriate use of the Internet computers.

I further agree to pay the cost of repairing or replacing any equipment or software damaged by any minor for whom I am responsible.

I will hold the Berwyn Public Library harmless for any damages caused by use of the Internet.

____________________________________________________________

Parent’s or Legal Guardian’s Signature

______________________________________________

Barcode

_____________________________________

Date
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